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than another, without worse deserts; accident or
favouritism would have no part in such a world, but
every human life would be the playing out of a drama
constructed like a perfect moral tale. No one is able
to blind himself to the fact that the world we live in
is totally different from this; insomuch that the
necessity of redressing the balance has been deemed
one of the strongest arguments for another life after
death, which amounts to an admission that the order
of things in this life is often an example of injustice,
not justice. If it be said that Grod does not take
sufficient account of pleasure and pain to make them
the reward or punishment of the good or the wicked,
but that virtue is itself the greatest good and vice the
greatest evil, then these at least ought to be dis-
pensed to all according to what they have done to
deserve them; instead of which, every kind of moral
depravity is entailed upon multitudes by the fatality
of their-birth.; through the fault of their parents, of
society, or of uncontrollable circumstances, certainly
through no fault of their own. "Not even on the most
distorted and contracted theory of good which ever
was framed by religious or philosophical fanaticism,
can the government of Nature be made to resemble the
work of a being at once good and omnipotent.

Th6 only admissible moral theory of Creation is
that the Principle of Good cannot at once and alto-
gether subdue the powers of evil, either physical or